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FACING A CRISIS 

According to the law under which 
the Iowa Library Commission operates 
the number of assistants and their sal- 
aries are fixed by the Committee on Re- 
trenchment and Reform. 

A number of times during the past 
ten years appeal has been made to 
this Committee between sessions of the 
Legislature either for extra help be- 
eause of increased work or for in- 
creased salaries to hold assistants or 
secure new ones. 

The latter was true two years ago 
when request was made for an increase 
in salary from $1,500 to $1,800 for the 
Librarian of the Traveling Library and 





Reference Librarian and from $1,500 
to $1,620 for the Library Organizer and 
the Library Cataloger, which request 
was granted. 

Later in the year because of the large 
increase in the work of the Traveling 
Library another request was made to 
the Committee for the additional help 
of a General Assistant and a shipping 
boy for half time. This was also 
granted to extend to April 1, 1923 
which was approximately the close of 
the General Assembly. 

However, that Legislature refused to 
continue the additional help and re- 
duced the salaries of the four library 
assistants to $1,500 per annum each. 
This reduction has resulted in two va- 
eancies, the Librarian of the Traveling 
Library and the Library Organizer hav- 
ing secured other positions with much 
larger salaries. 

Library Commission positions both in 
the Traveling Library and for organiz- 
ing work in the field are positions of re- 
sponsibility and require efficient li- 
brarians with full library training, a 
broad educational background and li- 
brary experience, including a wide 
knowledge of books and ability to work 
with and direct the work of other peo- 
ple. This it is impossible to secure for 
$1,500 as librarians with such quali- 
fications can command much larger sal- 
aries elsewhere. Consequently those 
vacancies still exist one of them for 
several months and must continue to 
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exist as long as the present salaries 
are in force. 

In addition the Reference Librarian 
and the Library Cataloger have their 
resignations ready to hand in but are 
holding them hoping for action on the 
part of the Committee or the Legisla- 
ture which will enable them to re- 
main. If such action is not taken their 
resignations will be presented as other 
positions are open to both and two 
more vacancies will occur leaving the 
Secretary without trained help and un- 
able to secure it, and unable therefore 
to carry on the library work of the 
Commission in an efficient manner, if 
at all. 

Lack of extra library help has al- 
ready made it necessary to keep in the 
office for assistance there the Library 
Cataloger, who also gives organizing 
aid in the libraries of the state. That. 
together with the vacancy in the posi- 
tion of Library Organizer has entirely 
stopped the work of organization in 
the state with a large number of ap- 
plications on file from public libraries 
for cataloging assistance, small libra- 
ries making a beginning, and school 
libraries needing to be put in order. 
But no help of this kind can be given 
unless the vacancies can be filled. 

Furthermore the Secretary is obliged 
to refuse requests to give outside help 
in library beginnings, to make visits 
to libraries as well as to decline invita- 


tions to communities where library in- - 


terests might be promoted. Instead she 
must remain in the office to do work 
which she should have assistants to do. 

Because of these existing and pros- 
pective vacancies and the inability to 
fill them appeal has been made to the 
Retrenchment and Reform Committee 
for reinstatement of salaries either by 
the Committee itself or for their ree- 
ommendation to the Legislature. At 
going to press the matter is still unset- 
tled. 

Unless this reinstatement is given, 
the work of the Commission through 
the Traveling Library and ifi the li- 
braries of the’ state must practically 
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cease as the Secretary cannot do the 
work of five people. 

This is a matter of interest and im. 
portance to librarians, club wo 
schools and individuals who depend on 
the Commission for books and other 
help which it was created to give. 

Although the Commission’s appro 
priation for books is all too small, the 
pressing need now is not more books 
but help to make available the books 
on hand but which must stand idle on 
the shelves with requests piling up for 
them and no one to fill the requests. 
These conditions bring the Iowa Li. 
brary Commission face to face with as 
serious a crisis as has ever confronted 
it. 


IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Fort Dodge Meeting 

The thirty-third annual meeting of 
the Iowa Library Association was held 
at Fort Dodge, October 9 to 11, 1923. 
The attendance was 167 of which 131 
were librarians, 19 trustees and 17 vis- 
itors. This was not unusually large but 
was a satisfactory number. The head- 
quarters were at the Wahkonsa Hotel, 
the business meetings being held in the 
ball room. This eliminated loss of time 
in going from hotel to meeting place 
and gave greater opportunity for vis 
its among the librarians and for look- 
ing over the exhibits which were dis 
played in the Lounge of the Chamber 
of Commerce, a very attractive and 
homelike room on the same floor with 
the ball room. Social gatherings were 
also held in the Lounge. 

The cordial spirit which marks the 
Iowa meetings was even more notiee 
able on this occasion due in a large 
measure to the president and the meet- 
ting was pronounced by all as one of 
the best ever held in Iowa. 

The morning of the opening day was 
given to registration which was con 
ducted in the lobby of the hotel 
Promptly at 2:30 in the afternoon the 
first session was called to order ‘by Miss. 
Grace Shellenberger who spoke ‘in her 
opening remarks of her pleasant ass 
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ciation with the Fort Dodge Public Li- 
brary in its earlier days. 

She then introduced Mr. C. V. Find- 
lay, Mayor of Fort Dodge and Presi- 
dent of the Library Board, who gave 


an address of welcome both for the city - 


and the board. Mr. Findlay has been 
identified with the public library for a 
number of years and stated that he had 
enjoyed his duties as library trustee 
more than any public service he had 
ever performed, that in making pre- 
paration for this meeting he and his 
associates had considered rather the 
pleasure they would receive from it 
than the effort it would impose on 
them. 

Mr. Findlay said that Fort Dodge 
was always blessed with sunshine for 
conventions and that the visitors might 
expect perfect weather for the meet- 
ing. In this Mr. Findlay was a true 
prophet as neither ‘‘rain descended 
nor floods came’’ during the session. 

Miss E. Joanna Hagey, Second Vice 
President, gave a cordial response to 
this welcome in which she counselled 
tha# those present should not lose sight 
of the value of the inspiration and 
fellowship of these meetings, that the 
good lies very greatly in what is car- 
ried back to the communities repre- 
sented, and that the success of the 
meeting and what is taken back will 
depend more largely on the librarians 
themselves than on anyone else, that 
the officers had prepared a most ex- 
cellent program she was sure but they 
could only feel that their efforts were 
rewarded when everyone present re- 
sponded with earnest spirit. 

Miss Isabella Hopper, Librarian, 
Fort Dodge, followed with a word of 
welcome and announcements. 

Miss Shellenberger then brought a 
message from Miss Mary McCoy, Sec- 
retary of the Association during 1920- 
22, expressing her appreciation and 
gratitude for the many kind remem- 
brances she had received from library 
friends during her year of illness with 
the expressed wish that the meeting 
might be profitable and enjoyable. 
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Miss Julia A. Robinson moved that 
messages of greeting be sent to Miss Me- 
Coy and to Mr. William F. Riley, presi- 
dent last year, who had also spent a 
year of illness. 

On motion of Miss Mary Rosemond 
the reading of the minutes of the last 
annual meeting were omitted and 
placed on file. This was done because 
they had previously been printed in 
the Quarterly. 

Minutes of the Executive Board 
meeting held January 29, 1923, were 
read and accepted. The report of the 
Secretary of the Iowa Library Asso- 
ciation followed. 

Miss Mae Anders, Treasurer, sub- 
mitted the following report: 

Balance on hand January 1, 


RAP 7 etree ey oe $110.47 
Membership dues collected to 
Ge i Sls Kas ca Steere 251.00 
$361.47 
Pe es On pe 91.97 
Balance on hand ............. $269.50 


The report was accepted. Miss Julia 
A. Robinson then gave her report of 
Library Extension in Iowa and as this 
completed ten years’ of work as Sece- 
retary the report was in the nature of 
a summary of library activities in the 
state for the past decade. A few items 
given are as follows: There has been 
an increase of twenty-seven libraries 
during the ten years, at present there 
being 127 tax supported, two with tax 
voted of which they have not taken ad- 
vantage, and two endowed libraries. 
Ten years ago there were fifteen coun- 
ties without libraries. Today there are 
only five. 

The Secretary expressed her belief 
that eventually county libraries will be 
the method by which books will be 
carried to the entire population of the 
state. 

Miss Robinson spoke of the increased 
demands upon the services of the Li- 
brary Commission saying that between 
July, 1912 and July, 1913 28,652 books 
were loaned from the Traveling Li- 

















brary in response to 1,564 requests, 
while during the six months between 
June, 1922 and January, 1923 there 
were loaned 32,523 books in response to 
3,255 requests, more than doubling the 
number of loans for the year and dou- 
bling the requests in six months over 
ten years ago. 

In relation to library efficiency, Miss 
Robinson said, ‘‘In our attempts to find 
a basis upon which to compute the ef- 
ficiency of a library I? fear we have 
given too great emphasis to circula- 
tion. There is much which makes ‘for 
the efficiency of a library which is not 
included in circulation and which can- 
not be measured by figures and which 
is often lost sight of in estimating the 
work of a library by its circulation. We 
trust a plan of library standardization 
may soon be formulated which shall 
take into account in the rating of a li- 
brary, its building, equipment, book 
collection, selection and condition, cir- 
culation with a distinction between fic- 
tion and non-fiction, reference work, 
children’s work, appropriation and its 
judicious expenditure, the librarian 
and assistants, their education, training 
and salaries, hours library is open, etc., 
ete.”’ 

Miss Sarah C. N. Bogle, Assistant 
Secretary of the American Library As- 
sociation, spoke on ‘‘ European Impres- 
sions’’ received during the months 
spent in France the past summer. 

Miss Bogle gave an interesting ac- 
count of the Library School for French 
librarians conducted in Paris during 
June and July, 1923, under the Ameri- 
can Committee for Devastated France, 
in co-operation with the American Li- 
brary in Paris: The school was the out- 
growth of the library work of Miss Jes- 
sie Carson of the N. Y. Public Library. 
Miss Bogle organized and directed the 
work. She is convinced that France is 
awakening to the importance of the 
library movement, especially to the 
necessity of niaking libraries popular 
and accessible to children. 

She told of libraries that were es- 
tablished in the heart of the devastated 


180 


regions and of the wonderful spirit. of 
co-operation by the people. Miss Bogle 
believes that it is the duty of Americ 
to respond to the demands which 
France is making. Of this she said in 
part: ‘‘Not solely for what it may 
mean to France, although that is reason 
enough, but because of what France 
ean give us. With the richness of her 
book collections, with the depth of her 
culture, she can contribute when proper 
avenues of interchange are established, 
quite as much to this newer country 
as the newer country can give to her, 
in the way of library technique, means 
of accessibility to books and related 
material, and a progressiveness and 
outlook which are sadly needed at this 
time.’’ 

The program for the Tuesday eve- 
ning meeting was in the hands of the 
Fort Dodge Library Board and con- 
sisted of music by the Women’s Club 
Chorus, and an address, followed by 
a social hour in the Lounge of the 
Chamber of Commerce where cake and 
coffee were served. Besides the visit- 


‘ing guests many Fort Dodge people 


accepted the invitation to attend the 
meeting in the ball room and the recep- 
tion which followed. 

The session on Wednesday morning 
opened with an inspiring address by 
Mr. Charles H. Brown, Librarian, Iowa 
State College. His subject was ‘‘Fo- 
ture of Librarianship—a Trade or & 
Profession.’’ ; 

Mr. Brown stated that the efficiency 
experts and the U. S. Civil Service Com- 
mission have rated the personnel of the 
Public Library of the District of Co 


‘lumbia, not as professional workers, 


but as clerks. This should awaken 
to the truth that to be recognized a 
professional people, we must make sure 
to fit ourselves, as to knowledge and 
educational qualifications, that we may 
come up to standards of mental equip 
ment which lawyers, clergymen 
doctors do and are expected to do. We 
cannot expect to do this by a six weeks 
course only in a library summer 

but must supplement it either by # 
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longer and more thorough study in li- 
brary school and college or University, 
or by continual study and reading. 

Mr. Brown emphasized the principle 
that only those who have the highest 
ideals of service, who are indifferent to 
financial considerations, who are will- 
ing to sacrifice a good time to the good 
of the work, should take up the profes- 
sion. He said, ‘‘It is only by making 
ourselves valuable to our communities 
by hard work, by perseverance, by 
greater education, and above all by 
idealism and vision, that we may hope 
to succeed in a purely professional 
eareer.’”’ 

The remainder of the morning was 
devoted to books, a roll call of the 
libraries of the state being made, the 
librarians present responding with the 
names of five books of non-fiction which 
had been in greatest demand in their 
libraries during the year. 

The books receiving the largest num- 
ber of votes were Papini’s ‘‘Life of 
Christ,’’ Robinson’s ‘‘ Mind in the Mak- 
ing,’’ Wells’ ‘‘Outline of History,’’ 
Bok’s ‘‘Americanization of Edward 
Bok,’’ and Post’s ‘‘ Book of Etiquette.’’ 
Many others received a large number 
of votes. 

This was followed by a ‘‘Book Con- 
versation,’’ conducted by Miss Lydia 
Barrette, Librarian, Mason City Public 
Library, and Miss Callie Wieder, Li- 
brarian, Marshalltown Publie Library, 
in which a playlet represented the op- 
ening of a ‘‘ Novel Book Shop,”’ the con- 
versation taking place between the pro- 
prietor, Miss Barrette, and the new 
partner, Miss Wieder, who was enter- 
ing at a salary of $5,000 (applause). 
The conversation took the form of a 
discussion of the various books which 
should be included in the stock and the 
number which should be ordered in 
anticipation of library orders. Miss 
Gertrude Sheridan of Algona called 
and spoke of Brown’s ‘‘ Night and days 
on the gypsy trail.’’ Mail was brought 
in, with letters from various librarians 
of the state, giving their opinions on 
certain books. Miss Rose and Miss 


Robinson called to order books for the 
Des Moines Public Library and the 
Library Commission, and in so doing 
gave their estimates of the books which 
they wished to purchase. (A list of 
the books discussed in the ‘‘Conversa- 
tion,’’ and a suggested list for buying, 
were distributed.) © 

This stunt was very cleverly done 
and the departure from a conventional 
book talk was appreciated by the li- 
brarians. 

Before adjournment the President 
announced the nominating committee 
to consist of: Miss May Clark, Du- 
buque; Mrs. Cora P. Millard, Burling- 
ton, and Miss Charlotte Crosley, Web- 
ster City; and the resolutions commit- 
tee, Miss Mary Rosemond, Des Moines; 
Miss Mary A. Egan, Clinton, and Miss 
Nellie Pinney, Humboldt. 

In the afternoon Miss Veda Taylor, 
Children’s Librarian of the Cedar Rap- 
ids Public Library, gave a talk on chil- 
dren’s books. This was followed by 
Round Tables for Trustees, Large, 
Medium and Small, and High School 
Libraries, and College and Reference 
librarians. A short account of each 
of these appears elsewhere. The time 
was found altogether too short by all, 
as the hour for the automobile ride by 
the courtesy of the Chamber of Com- 
merce had been moved forward one 
hour. 

On Wednesday evening librarians 
and a large group of Fort Dodge peo- 
ple assembled at eight o’clock to hear 
Dr. Henry Seidel Canby, notable critic 
and editor of the Literary Review of 
the New York Evening Post, on the 
subject of, ‘‘What is American in 
American Literature.’’ Dr. Canby was 
introduced by Mr. Johnson Brigham 
with a few happy remarks. 

Dr. Canby holds that the struggle of 
adjustment to environment which has 
always been typical of American life, 
is also the main theme running through 
American literature, and therefore con- 
stitutes what is most American in the 
literary expression of life. This theme, 
‘*How, how to live, to exist, to get the 
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most out of life, runs through the 
writings of Edwards, Franklin, Cooper, 
and on down in those of Hawthorne, 
Poe and Whitman, and is still domi- 
nant in modern writers. In ‘‘One of 
Ours,’’ Willa Cather shows the struggle 
of a sensitive man to adjust himself 
to surroundings that mentally and 
spiritually dwarf him. A struggle of 
similar nature is found in ‘‘Babbitt,’’ 
by Sinclair Lewis. Again it is revealed 
in Edity Wharton’s ‘‘Ethan Frome’’ 
and her, ‘‘Age of innocence.’’ ‘‘The 
great need in literature today,’’ said,the 
speaker, ‘‘is figures who stand out— 
who by having met their problems, have 
to some extent solved them, or at least 
endured them in a way that will be 
helpful to others. We want stories of 
ethies, rather than morals.’’ Dr. Can- 
by’s address was most stimulating and 
inspiring, and we went away feeling 
that we had listened to a master mind. 

This, again, was followed by a social 
hour in the Lounge. 

On Thursday morning at 9:30, Miss 
Gratia A. Countryman, librarian of the 
Minneapolis Public Library, gave a 
most informing address on ‘‘County 
Libraries.’’ ‘‘When we are aware that 
one-third of the American people de- 
pend on the farm for existence and that 
62% of the children are educated in 
the rural schools, we are awakened to 
the need of an adequate system of ear- 
rying to the rural population the lit- 
erature and other means of education 
that our libraries contain,’’ said the 
speaker. Miss Countryman has experi- 
enced the actual working of a county 
library and she gave facts and figures 
that were convincing. Her address was 
a practical and a forceful argument 
for rural libraries. 

The business meeting with the re- 
ports of committees followed. Miss 
Lydia Barrette, Chairman of the Re- 
eruiting Committee, gave a report of 
her committee. 

Miss Shellenberger reported that a 
balance of $96.80 remained in the A. L. 
A. Membership fund for Mr. Brigham 
and Miss Robinson and that this had 


been turned over to the Iowa Library 
Summer School Association to be used 
as a scholarship fund for summer 
school students. This was authorized 
by a vote taken at the spring district 
meetings. 
Miss Maria Brace, Chairman of the 
Membership Committee, stated that she 
had sent letters to the library boards 
asking for expression of opinions in 
regard to change of dues. A small 
number only had replied, but indiea- 
tions were that others were waiting 
for meetings of their boards. She then 
read the substitute section to the by- 
laws submitted by the Membership 
Committee, which is as follows: 


SUBSTITUTE SECTION I, BY-LAWS 
IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Libraries of the State may become 
members of the Iowa State Library As- 
sociation with appropriate privileges, 
upon the following basis: 

(a) Libraries located in cities of 
10,000 population or over, shall pay a 
membership fee of ten dollars ($10.00) 
per year. Three representatives from 
each library shall be allowed voting 
privileges as follows: One trustee or 
proxy; one librarian or proxy; and one 
assistant librarian or proxy. Other 
interested persons may secure individ- 
ual memberships and voting privileges 
upon the payment of one dollar ($1.00) 
per year. College and State supported 
libraries shall be included with those 
located in cities of the first class and 
shall pay the membership dues of ten 
dollars ($10.00) per year. 

(b) Libraries located in second class 
cities of less than 10,000 population 
shall pay a membership fee of five dol- 
lars ($5.00) per year. These libraries 
shall be accorded the same representa- 
tion as that accorded the other libra- 
ries. 

(c) Libraries in other cities and 
towns shall pay a membership fee of 
two dollars and one-half ($2.50) per 
year and be accorded the same repre 
sentation as that accorded to other l- 
braries. 
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On motion this report was made an 
amendment to the by-laws. Miss Rob- 
inson then presented the report of the 
Board of Certification. 

On motion of Mrs. Barkley, the Sec- 
retary was instructed to send a letter 
of greeting to Miss Charlotte Goetz- 
man, a former officer of the Association 
who is ill in a hospital at Pasadena. 

Invitations for the state meeting for 
1924 were presented by Mrs. Barkley 
for Boone and by Miss Shellenberger 
for Davenport. Decision on place of 
meeting was left to the Executive 
Board, as usual. 

The Association was indebted to Miss 
M. B. Wells, honorary member of the 
Fort Dodge Library Board, for a beau- 
tiful basket of flowers. 

The following officers were elected 
for the coming year: 

President, Miss Callie Wieder, Mar- 
shalltown ; Ist Vice President, Mr. R. 8. 
Galer, Mt. Pleasant; 2nd Vice Presi- 
dent, Miss Isabella Hopper, Ft. Dodge ; 
Secretary, Miss Elizabeth Walpole, 
Storm Lake (to fill the unexpired term 
eaused by resignation of Miss Ruth 
Gibbons). Treasurer, Miss Gertrude I. 
Sheridan, Algona; Member Board of 
Certification, Miss Grace D. Rose, Des 
Moines. 

Ruth Gibbons, Seeretary. 





Telegram from Mr. Riley 
Des Moines, Iowa, Oct. 11 , 1923. 
Miss Grace Shellenberger, President, 
lowa Library Association, 
Fort Dodge, Iowa: 
Thanks for your cheering good 


wishes. I am at last on the road to 
complete recovery. Allow me to recip- 
rocate the good wishes to all the mem- 
bers of the Association and to hope that 
this may be the best meeting in the As- 
sociation’s history. 

William F. Riley. 


ROUND TABLES 
Trustees 
About twenty trustees were in at- 
tendance and though this was not a 
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large number, the interest was satis- 
factory and an earnest discussion of a 
few of the trustees’ problems was held. 
The subjects included the question 
of ‘‘Suggestions on the part of library 
boards for appointments at the expira- 
tion of terms,’’ ‘‘The authority of li- 
brary boards in levying taxes,’’ ‘‘Re- 
stricted books and the wisdom of a re- 
stricted shelf,’’ ‘‘Care of the building 
and the duties of the janitor.’’ The 
whole afternoon’s discussions were 
summarized by Mr. Findlay, who placed 
especial emphasis on care in the selec- 
tion of desirable books for children. 
_ The final discussion was on the sub- 
ject of state meetings of trustees at 
the State Fair, the time of the Iowa 
Library Association meeting, or else- 
where. All present considered these 
meetings thoroughly worth while, but 
no satisfactory conclusion was reached 
as to the time of holding them or the 
probability of securing a large attend- 
ance. 
—(Reported by Julia A. Robinson) 





Large Libraries 

The round table for large libraries 
was a very informal affair. The in- 
creases in losses by theft and mutilation 
was to have been discussed by Mr. Sum- 
ner, who was unable to be present. No 
conclusion was arrived at on this topic. 
but all felt that the matter was a serious 
one and decided that the methods taken 
in some cities, where every book is 
opened at the door to see that it is 
properly charged, might be justified. 

Miss Barrette of Mason City spoke 
briefly upon literary taste and raising 
the standards in the community, after 
which the leader reported upon Lantern 
Lists and the venture of Miss Zaidee 
Brown, formerly librarian at Long 
Beach, California. These lists are to 
be upon popular subjects and printed 
in quantities so that they may be sub- 
scribed for at a much less price than 
it would cost to print them locally. 

The last subject discussed was pub- 
licity that pays, introduced by Miss 





Canon of Council Bluffs. Getting book 
news and book lists into the daily pa- 
pers seems to be the publicity that all 
thought was most desirable for a pub- 


lie hbrary. 
—Grace D. Rose, Leader. 





Medium Libraries 

There was an attendance of twenty- 
four at the Round Table for medium 
sized libraries. This was a splendid 
representation and the cordial response 
of each one present in taking active 
part in the discussion of topies spe- 
cially pertinent to our needs made the 
session a particularly profitable and 
interesting one. 

The first topic presented was, ‘‘For- 
ward steps toward increase of county 
libraries,’’ and an outline of steps to 
be taken to secure a county library was 
given by several librarians who had 
had actual experience. 

The discussion of the second general 
topic, ‘‘ What are you doing to create a 
library consciousness in your com- 


munity ?’’ brought out the thought that 


in order to make the library a vital, 
living and enduring thing in the com- 
munity, we must have the co-operation 
and understanding of all the people as 
to what our institution stands for, what 
library service really means, and what 
it ean be made to mean; that unless 
we are forever seeking to create a li- 
brary consciousness we are falling 
short. Some of the means suggested 
and discussed were greater publicity 
in all ways, keeping in close touch with 
the schools, and the duty of librarian 
in lending herself to community gather- 
ings, talks before clubs, and to the fur- 
therance of all good projects in the com- 
munity. 

The third general topic, ‘‘ Efficiency 
methods within the library,’’ was intro- 
duced by Miss Ruth Gibbons of Chero- 
kee, who contributed a very excellent 
method used by herself in making a 
card record of every book as ordered, 
which lists all possible information 
about the book, which can be used later 
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in the different processes of adding 
books. 

Another interesting problem taken 
up under this topic was ‘‘Greater care 
in selection and training of assistants,”’ 
the discussion of which brought out the - 
fact that in medium sized libraries, as- 
sistants have a great deal to do with 
the loan desk, which is of course one of 
the strategic departments of the li- 
brary, and one by which the library is 
often judged. For this reason assist- 
ants should be most carefully chosen, — 
The following fourteen qualifications 
for this position were suggested : 

Several other problems were touched 
upon, but lack of time left them unfin- 
ished. 

As it was, the hour allotted proved 
all too short, and many asked to ad- 
journ with the privilege of resuming 
the discussion after dinner. This was 
done and all those who were able to 
do so returned at seven o’clock for an 
added hour of interesting and informal 
discussion. 

It was agreed by all that with a 
longer period of time allotted the plan 
of having a round table for a medium 
sized library group was certainly a 
good one, as it gave ample opportunity 
to direct our diseussion almost ex- 
clusively to the consideration of the 
aims, methods, and needs of libraries 
of our own size. 

—Evelyn Spencer Bray, Leader. 


Reference Librarians 

The general subject of the Reference 
Librarians’ round table was ‘‘Service 
to the business man.”’ 

This was chosen because, aside from 
the value of the service, it is a rela 
tively unworked field in the average 
library, and for that reason a means 
of growth. It makes, moreover, a di- 
rect contact with the source of a publie 
library’s revenue. 

The topics suggested under this head 
were intended to call out informal ex- ~ 
change of experiences. The talks were 
chiefly on two points: How to get the 
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attention of business and professional 
men and what services, loan and in- 
formation, are available for technical 
and business calls. In connection with 
the first, Mr. Spaulding of Gaylord 
Brothers told us that he listened every 
week to the broadcasting of library 
publicity by radio. 

Talks—not necessarily by request— 
before business men’s club luncheons, 
had in some places had a response felt 
in the reference department. 

There is now slight danger of the 
library’s inviting calls which ‘it cannot 
satisfy, if the librarian will learn the 
use of such services as those offered by 
the state and federal departments, as: 
The Engineering Extension Depart- 
ment at Ames; the loan privileges of a 
dozen great libraries, both in and out 
of the state; Science Service; The U. 8. 
Chamber of Commerce ; free trade bul- 
letins of the great metropolitan banks, 
and other helps described in Krause’s 
Better Business Libraries. 

A vital reference department does 
not necessarily involve shelves of ex- 
pensive books, but rather a librarian 
upon whom nothing is lost, who is 
willing to take trouble and to use her 
head. It is the best publicity a library 
ean have. 

—Mrs. Helen M. Gillilan—Leader. 





Society of the Iowa Library Summer 
: School 


The business meeting and reunion of 
this Society took the form of a luncheon 
on Wednesday noon, October 13th, dur- 
ing the Fort Dodge meeting of the lowa 
Library Association, the President, 
Miss Denny of Washington, presiding. 
Forty-eight were present and dues to 
the amount of $13.84 were paid. 

Miss Shellenberger explained that al- 
most one hundred dollars in excess of 
the necessary amount had been sub- 
scribed for the A. L. A. memberships 
of Mr. Brigham and Miss Robinson and 
that those in attendance at the snring 
district meetings had voted to add this 
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to the summer school scholarship fund. 

By vote the Summer School Associa- 
tion accepted this addition to their 
scholarship fund and placed the man- 
agement of this fund in the hands of a 
committee of three holding office for 
three years, one to be appointed each 
year by the president, with the retiring 
president of the summer school society 
and the Secretary of the Library Com- 
mission as ex-officio members. 

The first committee consists of Miss 
Blanche Watts of Spencer, Mrs. Evelyn 
Spencer Bray of Grinnell, and Miss 
Flora Bailey of Perry, Miss Denny and 
Miss Robinson. 

The secretary was instructed to send 
telegrams of greetings to Miss Alice 
Tyler, Miss Jane Roberts and Miss 
Blanche Watts. 

The following officers were elected 
for the coming year: 

President, Miss Gypsie Patton, New- 
ton. 

Vice President, Miss Fannie Wilson, 
Eldora. 

Secretary-Treasurer, Miss trace 
Murphy, Davenport. 





LIBRARY MEMBERSHIP IN THE 
IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Several requests were made at Fort 

Dodge that the treasurer should in- 
elude in her final report at the meet- 
ing a list of libraries with 100% mem- 
bership on the part of the boards of 
trustees. Not having the list at hand 
at the time she was unable to comply 
with the request and it is therefore 
given below: 

Under the old by-law one dollar for 
each member was paid, either individ- 
ually or by the boards, at Audubon, 
Mason City, Oskaloosa, and Washing- 
ton. 

Since the Fort Dodge meeting the li- 
braries at Grundy Center, Sheldon and 
Tama, have sent in $5.00 each, the 
amount due from towns under ten 
thousand. And Nashua, having a popu- 
lation of less than two thousand, has 
sent in $2.50. 





Supervising Librarian of State In- 
stitutions 

The appointment of Miss Julia C. 
Stockett as Supervising Librarian of 
the State Institutions of Iowa is a mat- 
ter of much satisfaction to all library 
people in Iowa. The position had been 
vacant for four years and the libraries 
in the various institutions had become 
badly disorganized, few new books had 
been added and the selections where 
additions had been made were ques- 
tionable. ‘ 

The selection of Miss Stockett is also 
very satisfactory as she comes to the 
position well qualified for the work, be- 
ing a graduate of the Wisconsin Li- 
brary School and having served as li- 
brarian on the Mexican border during 
the war and in the army hospitals since 
that time. The institutions at Rock- 


well City, Cherokee, Woodward, and 
Mitchellville have already had visits 
and help from her. 





New Addition to the Ericson Library, 
Boone 

The dedication of the new addition 
to the Ericson Library was held on the 
evening of September 21st, the formal 
program being in the new auditorium 
followed by an informal reception and 
inspection of the building by those 
present. 

The attendance and interest was most 
gratifying to the members of the board 
who have given so much time and at- 
tention to the planning and work on 
the new building. 

A dinner tendered by the board to 
Mr. and Mrs. Brigham and the Com- 
mission Secretary, Miss Robinson, pre- 
ceded the evening entertainment and 
was greatly enjoyed by all. 

Mrs. A. J. Barkley, President of the 
board, presided at the dedication ex- 
ercises and, after music by the Boone 
Quartette followed by an invocation by 
Rev. T. T. Travis, gave a brief history 
of the library since the foundation of 
the Boone Reading Room Association 


186 


in 1885. She spoke of the faithful 
service of the library trustees during 
the years and of the many gifts made 
to the new building. 

The formal presentation of the new 


‘addition to the city was made by Col. 


H. H. Canfield, Chairman of the Build- 
ing Committee. In the absence of the 
Mayor the address of acceptance on the 
part of the city was made by City So- 
licitor F. L. Mackey. 

Miss Julia A. Robinson, Secretary of 
the Library Commission, then spoke a 
few words of congratulation to the li- 
brary board and the city of Boone. 

The dedicatory address was given by 
Mr. Johnson Brigham who made it the 
occasion of a tribute to Senator C. J. 
Erieson, donor of the original building, 
and his daughter Miss Rena Ericson 
whose generosity has now made pos- 
sible the beautiful addition. Mr. Brig- 
ham said in part: 

“‘Of special satisfaction to me and 
to this audience, I am sure, was his 
keen interest in that ‘poor man’s uni- 
versity,’ an interest prompting him 
again and again to give to his home 
library and, through that, to the library 
eause in Iowa, leaving as a rich legacy 
to his surviving daughter the will and 
purpose to ‘serve this present age, her 
ealling to fulfill.’ 

‘*How well the daughter has aimed 
and planned to realize her father’s 
dream this greatly enlarged, well 
planned and beautifully furnished 
building attests. All honor to the 
memory of your distinguished fellow- 
townsman and to his devoted daughter 
for this splendid realization of a splen- 
did dream.”’ 

Especially pleasing to those who have 
known Mrs. Barkley’s untiring efforts 
for the Boone library and her close at- 
tention to the new building in its small- 
est details was a letter sent by Mr. S. R. 
Dyer, a former member of the board 
unable to be present, in which he paid 
tribute to Mrs. Barkley, interest and 
work for the library. 

The new addition gives to the library 








* 








ee a as 


additional space for reading, reference 
and stack rooms on the main floor, a 
children’s room in the basement, and 
an auditorium and club room on the 
second floor. 

The special reference room is made 
very attractive by a number of the 
beautiful paintings given to the library 
by the late S. L. Moore. Others are 
hung in the different parts of the build- 
ing. 

Miss Erieson’s original gift of $20,- 
000 was increased to $27,000 as higher 
prices added to the cost of the building. 
Miss Ericson’s inability to be present 
on this oceasion was a disappointment 
to all who attended. 


New Library Building for Iowa State 
College 


Informal ceremonies marked the lay- 
ing of the corner stone of the new li- 
brary building at the State College of 
Agriculture at Ames on October 14th. 
Addresses were made by President 
Pearson of the State College, and D. 
D. Murphy, chairman and Mrs. J. M. 
Devitt, a member of the State Board 
of Education. Dean 8. W. Beyer pre- 
sented to the librarian, Mr. C. E. 
Brown, the material to go into the steel 
box which was then sealed and placed 
in the corner stone. Musie was fur- 
nished by the college band. 

The cost of the first section now be 
ing erected will be $47,500, not includ- 
ing equipment. The building is faced 
with stone, the floors resting on steel 
columns. This makes expansion pos- 
sible in the future which will eventu- 
ally be done by the erection of wings 
on the sides. 

The main reading room, seating 300, 
extends across the full length of the 
front side on the second floor. The 
periodical reading room is on the right 
of the first floor as you enter, the books 
for assigned reading on the left. Stairs 
lead to the delivery room for books on 
the second floor, stacks and administra- 
tion offices being in the rear of this 
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room opposite the reading room in the 
front. 

The stacks are provided with alcoves 
for faculty and graduate students. 
Seminar rooms are provided for discus- 
sion and smaller rooms for debate con- 
ferences. 


New Senior High School List 

The Revised Senior High School list 
prepared by the Commission in ¢co- 
operation with the Iowa Council of 
Teachers of English will be ready for 
mailing by the first of the year. The 
delay in its publication is a matter of 
regret to all concerned. As in the past 
copies to the number of 100 will be sent 
free to any library or school in the 
state asking for them. 


American Library Association 

The Bulletin of the American Library’ 
Associatien for November is so full of 
good things which would be helpful 
to everyone interested in library work 
that we wish it might be read by every 
librarian, assistant, and trustee in 
Iowa. 

Midwinter Meetings 

Midwinter meetings of the A. L. A. 
Council, League of Library Commis- 
sions, University Librarians, College 
Librarians, and other sections of the 
American Library Association will be 
held at Hotel Sherman, Chicago, De- 
eember 31st and January Ist and 2nd. 

A reduction of one and one-half fare 
for the round-trip on the ‘‘certificate 
plan’’ will apply if 250 are in attend- 
nee. 





The Carnegie Corporation of New 
York has made the following appro- 
priations to the American Library As- 
sociation: $10,000 for the Temporary 
Library Training Board ; $5,000 for the 
preparation of a textbook; and $7,500 
for each of the next two years for the 
American Library in Paris. 





STANDARDIZATION 

We hear much these days decrying 
the culo atineilentich of the age at 
the expense of individuality, pane 
ity and originality. 

However true that may be, the fact 
remains that in many departments 
there must be standards by which to 
measure results as well as the equip- 
ment and methods necessary to secure 
results that efforts may be stimulated 
and directed aright. 

The basis of measuring a library,’s 
efficiency is generally taken as cir- 
eulation for the reason that it can be 
measured in figures while much of a 
library’s usefulness cannot thus be esti- 
mated. 

This we fear has led to an over- 
emphasis on circulation causing some- 
times over-stimulation and methods ap- 
proaching padding iniefforts to make a 
good showing to the neglect of other 
departments perhaps. 

In an attempt to learn more of the 
work of the libraries of the state than 
is revealed by the annual report sheets, 
a supplementary blank is being sent 
with the annual blanks this year with 
additional questions tending to show 
the work being done in other depart- 
ments as well as equipment in tools 
and people for accomplishing results. 

These questions we trust will serve 
not only as a source of information on 
the work of the libraries but as a sug- 
gestion to boards as to what constitutes 
the real efficiency of a library and the 
means by which this efficiency may be 
secured and thus be a stimulation to 
better library work. 


Itinerant Mender 

It is difficult to understand how li- 
brarians at this busy season are able 
to keep up their mending and indeed 
visits to various libraries during the 
fall lead us to believe that altogether 
too little mending is being done judg- 
ing by the number of badly worn books 
standing on the shelves. 

To allow such books to remain in cir- 
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culation or on the shelves is a mistake 
on the part of the board for it is bad 
education for the users of books, poor 
economy in the treatment of books, and 
detracts from the appearance of the li- 
brary. 

It is also poor economy in the use of a 
busy librarian’s time, and all librarians 
are busy, for her to spend it in mend- 
ing when so much other more import 
ant work is to be done. Better hire it 
done and allow the librarian to devote 
her time and energies to the work of a 
librarian. 

To employ high school pupils may 
also be a mistake unless they have re- 
ceived definite training for there is 
such a thing as too much mending as 
well as poor mending, and good judg- 
ment is as essential as skillful use of 
hand and tools and material. 

All of which is true did we not have 
a specialist in the field to do this work 
and since we have one why not save 
the time of the librarian, prolong the 
life of the books, improve the appear- 
ance of your library, and teach your 
public and especially your children that 
a book is something to be handled with 
eare and respect, which they will not 
learn from worn and shabby books. 


LIBRARY SCHOOL OF THE NEW 
YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The courses at the Library School of 
the New York Public Library to whieh. 
auditors are admitted will begin on — 
Monday, February 4, 1924, and are 
open to librarians of sufficient maturity 
and experience to profit by attending 
them. 

The purpose of this arrangement is 
to meet the needs of those who wish 
the stimulus of a period of study in 
order to improve the service which they 
ean render to their libraries. 

There will be lectures on library ad- 
ministration, methods and sources of 
information for the business library, 
the history of the printed book, the 
bibliography of American and Euro 
pean history and geography, and school 
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library work. In the last mentioned 
course, half of the semester will be de- 
voted to the selection of books for jun- 
ior and senior high school libraries, 
and the other portion to administrative 
problems and methods of stimulating 
the voluntary reading of boys and girls. 

Further information may be secured 
by addressing the Supervisor of Ad- 
vanced Courses, Library School of the 
New York Public Library, 476 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City. 


Children’s Book Week 


As few reports of the observance of 
Children’s Book Week have come di- 
rect to the Commission, it is impossible 
to tell how widely it was celebrated 
this year. 

The Clipping Bureau brings clippings 
from fifty-three towns, two of which 
have Association and one no library. 
Doubtless the number of libraries ob- 
serving the Book Week in some form 
was much larger. 

The best newspaper advertising and 
one of the best programs was in Du- 
buque. Excellent programs were car- 
ried out in other places. 

A number of book exhibits were sent 
out from the Commission, also hundreds 
of leaflets, scores of posters, and ma- 
terial for papers and talks before clubs 
in towns without libraries and observ- 
ing the week in no other way. 

In many libraries there were displays 
of new and attractive children’s books, 
special story hours, exhibits of posters 
and book covers made by the children, 





essays, book title and other contests, ° 


book plays and book’‘films at the motion 
picture houses. 

We give accounts of the week in 
three libraries which may be taken as 
a sample of what was done in many 
others. 

At Indianola exhibits of books and 
posters were made on Monday and Tues- 
day. On Wednesday afternoon the Girl 
Scouts gave a book play. Thursday 
afternoon there was a gift book dis- 
play with a talk to parents by one of 
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‘books. Friday was Art Day with 
talk by Mrs. O. C. Brown on pictur 
The week ended with a story hour on 
Saturday morning. 

In addition to the program in the 
library, book displays were made in 
store windows, a book film was run at 
the motion picture house, and the grade 
children in the schools wrote essays on 
their favorite books. 

At New Hampton an excellent pro- 
gram was arranged by Miss Powers, 
which included a display of new books 
for the entire week. On Wednesday 
evening the children of the lower 
grades filled the library, dressed in 
costumes to represent book titles which 
were to be guessed by those present. 


them, on the selection of wih f 


‘Miss Porter gave a talk on books. 


A story hour for the little people 
was given on Thursday and Friday, the 
stories being told on Thursday by high 
school girls and on Friday by the chil- 
dren themselves. 

On Saturday afternoon prizes and 
diplomas were presented for the vaca- 
tion reading. 

At Reinbeck a committee composed 
of representatives from the churches 
schools and clubs co-operated with the 
library board and librarian in arrang- 
ing the program which was carried out 
on Friday evening and included a pag- 
eant by pupils of the Junior High 
School, followed by talks by representa- 
tives of the organizations interested, 
after which prizes were awarded to 
grade school pupils for book week 
posters. These posters and new books 
were displayed in the store windows. 





Crowded Out 


A fuller report than usual of the 
Fort Dodge meeting is given in this 
issue. This has crowded out much other 
material including the list of those in 
attendance and an account of the meet- 
ing of the Library Section of the State 
Teachers’ Association. Some of this 
material will appear in the next issue. 











Library News of the State 





Bedford—A rummage sale for the 
benefit of the library was held on No- 
vember 23rd and 24th and netted $200 
which will be expended in new books. 

Burlington—Miss Hazel Williams, as- 
sistant in the library for the last four 
years, was married on November 26th 
to Mr. Clifford Berquist. , 

Cedar Rapids—The library kept 
Open House on Wednesday evening, 
the 21st, at which time the public was 
invited to inspect the changes in the 
library made necessary by the over- 
crowded condition of the tirst floor of 
the building. To relieve this the chil- 
dren’s room has been moved to the sec- 
ond floor to the room formerly used 
by the Women’s Club. The former 
children’s room is now the adult read- 
ing room, the old adult reading room 
is now the reference room and the old 
reference room becomes the study room 
where the scientific books are shelved 
and students may come for reference 
work. A part of the evening program 
was the awarding of diplomas to forty 
children who had completed the work 
of the Vacation Reading Club. 

Centerville—A library reception was 
given at Drake Library on November 
22nd with the hope of attracting peo- 
ple to the library who know little of its 
resources or the opportunity it affords 
for study and reading. 

Clarinda—The library has received 
a gift of 200 books from Mrs. 8. E. 
Linderman and her daughter, Mrs. F. 
L. Blare, former residents of Clarinda. 
These books are from the private li- 
brary of Charles Linderman. Mrs. T. 
P. Wanner and her sister, Miss Kather- 
ine Miller, have made a similar gift 
frqm the library of their mother, Mrs. 
S. R. Miller. 

Clinton—Miss Winifred O’Donnell 
and Miss Florence Kramer have be- 
come assistants in the library. Miss 
O’Donnell takes charge of the school 
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collection and Miss Kramer of the 
branch library work in place of Miss 
Ruth Leamer who has resigned to enter 
the State University of Iowa. Two new 
branches of the library have been 
opened, one on the north and one on the 
south side. 

Corning—The library board and li- 
brarian recently gave a reception at the 
library to the school board and the 
teachers at which a program of read- 
ings and music was given and refresh- 
ments served. 

Council Bluffs—Their personal li- 
brary card was the ticket of admission 
to about 1,500 children to ‘‘ Treasure 
Island’’ as seen on the screen on No- 
vember 17th. On November 23rd a 
book party was given in the children’s 
room at which book characters were. 
represented by the children. At this 
time prizes were awarded in the Book 
Essay contest. 

Davenport—The new reference room, 
which was not ready for use when the 
other parts were completed, has now 
been opened. Miss Viarda Clark, a 
graduate of Wisconsin Library School, 
will be in charge. 

Des Moines—Library Club—The pro- 
gram for the year groups the libraries 
assigning to each group the responsi- 
bility for one meeting. The December 
meeting was in charge of the Publie 
Library and was held in the library 
auditorium. The program consisted of 
a reading of poetry in negro dialect 
by Miss Mava Wadsworth of the l- 
brary staff and a walking rehearsal of 
‘‘Thursday Evening,’’ by Christopher 
Morley, by Miss Mildred Stewart, Miss 
Mary Hilton, Miss Linn Jones and Miss 
Mae Anders, with Miss Ora King as 
Stage Director. Both were well given 
and much enjoyed. Tea and wafers 
were served at the conclusion of the 
formal program. 

Des Moines—Library Commission— 
Miss Dorothea Heins, Librarian of the 
Traveling Library, severed her connet- 
tion with the Library Commission on 
December 20th to become librarian of 





TRESS FESS BF 


Meda 


emp Fee eae TS mes OH TB S 


the Aberdeen, 8S. D., Public Library. 
This makes two vacancies on the Com- 
mission staff. Mrs. Frank Briggs, an 
assistant in the State Library before 
her marriage, and a Pratt Library 
School graduate, is giving temporary 
help in the emergency. 

Dubuque—Carnegie-Stout Library— 
Miss Mignon Wyman, reference librari- 
an of the Carnegie-Stout Library, was 
married in October to Mr. George A. 
Pond of Dubuque. Mrs. Pond will 
continue her work in the library for 
the present time. 

Fort Madison—Mr. Richard Fahey 
has been appointed a member of the 
board of library trustees to fill the un- 
expired term of Mrs. George H. Shafer 
who has removed from the city. 


Greenfield—In the removal of Mr. | 


W. L. Battin to Florida the library 
loses an interested and influential mem- 
ber of its board.’ Mr. Henry Olson, 
Superintendent of Schools, has been 
appointed to fill the vacancy. A see- 
ond vacaney caused by the removal 
from town of Mrs. C. F. Roark has 
been filled by the appointment of Mrs. 
F. G. Holeomb. 

Grinnell—A gathering of parents, 
teachers and children was held in the 
Stewart Library on the occasion of the 
presentation of diplomas to 164 chil- 
dren who had successfully completed 
the reading. course for 1923. Books 
were also given to the grade winners 
and will become the property of the 
school rooms occupied by the various 
grades. 

Preceding this part of. the program 
a short talk on the reading course was 
given by Mrs. Bray and book reviews 
were given by several boys and girls. 
Refreshments were served by the li- 
brary assistants. 

Harlan—In October the corner stone 
of the new library building was laid 
without ceremony that the work might 
not be delayed during the fine weather. 

Iowa City—State University—Miss 
Iva B. Wolfe, assistant in the order de- 
partment, resigned December 1, to go 
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to her home in Montevideo, Minnesota. 


Miss Elizabeth Thompson, a graduate 
of the University of lowa and a mem- 
ber of the 1923 Iowa Library Summer 
School, has been transferred to this 
position. Mrs. Winifred Morris has 
been appointed bibliographical assist- 
ant to fill the position made vacant by 
the transfer of Miss Thomas. Miss 
Minnie K. Brown, a graduate of Beloit 
College and the University of Wash- 
ington Library School, has joined the 
staff as assistant cataloger. 


Iowa Falls—Miss Lucile Simmons has 
been selected to fill the vacancy caused 
by the resignation of Mrs. Anders. 


Lake Mills—Lake Mills had its form- 
al library opening on November 10th. 
This has been delayed by inability of 
the Library Commission to furnish an 
organizer earlier. The prospects are 
good for a successful library. 


Lake View—A benefit program for 
the library was given on November 7th 
by Miss Ruth Hamilton and $70.00 was 
added to the book fund. 


Lamoni—tThe library fund has been 
increased by $140.00 received from four 
performances of the ‘‘Three Muske- 
teers’’ and $88.00 from tag day. 


Lewis—About ninety dollars for the 
library fund was received from the 
Home Talent Play recently given. 


Marathon—The fourth annual meet- 
ing of the Library Association was held 
in the school house on October 16th. 
One of the features of the occasion was 
a curio exhibit including pictures, old 
fashioned clothing, jewelry and hand 
work, and costumes from foreign 
lands. A program was given in the 
evening to which an admission was 
charged and from which a satisfactory 
sum was realized for the library. 


Marshalltown—On November 20th 
173 children who had completed the Va- 
eation Reading Course were each pre- 
sented with a book selected by the li- 
brarian but purchased by the school 
board. Short talks were given on the 
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‘occasion by representatives of both the 


‘library and school board. 


Mason City—Miss Lydia Barrette, Li- 


“brariah,«has been made editor of the 


monthly bulletin to be issued by the 
Iowa Federation of Business and Pro- 
fessional Women. 

To allow the installing of two new 
book stacks required by the crowded 
condition of the book collection 20,000 
books were moved and reshelved ip a 
day and a half. This will make easier 
the work of the staff, improve the ap- 
pearance of the library, and better ac- 
commodate the patrons. 

Monticello—Miss Myrtle Dreibelbis 
has been appointed to the position of 
assistant in the library. 

Mount Ayr—dAs has been done for 
the past three years the board of li- 
brary trustees and the librarian, on 
November 20th, entertained the teach- 
ers of the Mount Ayr schools in the as- 
sembly room of the library. Superin- 
tendent of Schools, Mr. Lee Jones, who 
is also President of the Library Board, 
presided and spoke on the desirability 
of the two educational agencies, schools 
and libraries, working together. Talks 
were also given by other members of 
the Library Board and by Mrs. Tidrick 
the librarian. Refreshments’ were 
served at the conclusion of the pro- 
gram. Earlier in the school year Mrs. 
Tidrick visited the schools and urged 
the use of the library by teachers and 
pupils. 

Newell—As the result of a book drive 
during the first week in November 300 
books were added to the library. A 
Halloween entertainment netted $50.00 
which will be expended for children’s 
books. New shelving will be installed 
in the Rest Room to which the library 
has been moved. 

Oskaloosa—Penn College—The pres- 
ent library room does not provide ade- 
quate accommodation for either books 
or the students wishing to use them. 
This has made necessary the placing of 
tables and chairs in the hall for refer- 
ence work on the part of the students. 
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Oskaloosa—Public Library—tThe sec- 
ond floor of the library building has 
been refinished and refurnished as a 
children’s room. At the férmal open- 
ing recently held the children testified 
to the pleasure in their new room by 
coming in crowds. The space thus made 
available on the first floor will be used 
for the reference room thus relieving 
the crowded condition of the reading 
room. The children’s room will not be 
open evenings after six. 


Sioux Rapids—Through the initiative 
of the Civics Clubs a public meeting 
was held on October 6th for the econ- 
sideration of a library project. This 
resulted in the formation of a Library 
Association and the appointment of 
committees on Finance, Room and 
Books. A donation of $50.00 has been 
received from Lane J. Thomas of St. 
Paul, Minnesota ; $50.00 from Lee Com- 
munity Club; $25.00 from Mrs. Harold 
Clark of Rockford, Illinois; and a num- 
ber of other gifts of money. Books 
have been donated to the number of 
539. The prospects for a successful li- 
brary seem very promising. 


Spirit Lake—Miss Sadie Curry has 
been appointed librarian. 


Storm Lake—A formal opening of 
the children’s room which has been 
fitted up in the basement was held on 
November 14th, the children being in- 
vited for the afternoon and the adults 
in the evening. 


Walnut— About $200.00 was received 
from a carnival put on by the Fed- 
erated Clubs for the benefit of the li- 
brary. Part of this will be used for 
room rent and the balance for books. 


Waterloo—Three new sub-stations 
have been opened by the library to 
serve sections of the city to which the 
two central stations are not accessible. 


West Branch—The three new mem — 
bers who have been recently a cad 
on the library board are Mrs. O. 
Edgerton, Mrs. E. L. Hollingsworth and 
G. C. Hoover. 





